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Government of the state of emergency in Teschen, Benesh, in
a speech in the Parliament at Prague on foreign affairs, emphasized
the seriousness of the situation in that area, and between Czecho-
slovakia and Poland, and said that, failing settlement by direct
negotiation, Czechoslovakia was prepared to submit the whole
matter to independent international inquiry, and would abide by
the decision of a neutral court; at the same time, she was ready
to defend her territorial integrity with all her power; she desired
the most friendly relations with Poland, but the conduct of the
Poles frustrated all efforts that conduced to that end. An official
Polish comment on Benesh's remarks contrasted his fair words
with the actions of his Government in Teschen, and described
his offer to refer the dispute to a neutral tribunal as a "tactical
manoeuvre intended to create an impression of good will," but
in effect it "shelved the problem." In any case, the comment
went on, "the arbitration persistently suggested by Benesh cannot
be applied to a problem already clearly defined by both parties
in the agreement concluded on April 23, 1925'*—the Polish-
Czechoslovak treaty of conciliation and arbitration. It was asserted
that by endeavouring systematically to de-Polonize 100,000
Poles in Teschen, Cechoslovakia was failing to implement her
obligations under the agreement. However, the Czechoslovak
Government cancelled the state of emergency on December 6,
but the tension was scarcely reduced. Behind this controversy
lay the Czech dislike of the Polish-German Ten-years Pact,
which was said in Prague to amount to an alliance between Poland
and Germany, and the Polish dislike of the Czechoslovak-Soviet
Pact.
TRADE RELATIONS WITH GERMANY
Interest in the general European situation during November was
dominated by the Italo-Abyssinian war, with the impodtkffi of
certain sanctions by the League, and apart from that struggle
there was a relatively quiet time in mteraatioiial politics. Poland
was digesting the first stages in the developme^it of the fiBsmciai
and economic programme of the Government, and icdtefiNBB
attending to her own affairs. Among these was the signing at

